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AAaarreeoonn  AAGG
Smooth and transparent system migration
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AAaarreeoonn  AAGG  iiss  aann  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccoonnssuullttiinngg  ccoommppaannyy  aanndd  ssyysstteemm  pprroovviiddeerr  
ffoorr  tthhee  rreeaall  eessttaattee  iinndduussttrryy..  IInn  mmiidd--22000055,,  AAaarreeoonn  eennaabblleedd  2200,,000000  cclliieenntt  
ccoommppuutteerrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccuussttoommeerrss  ttoo  aacccceessss  cceennttrraall  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  ddeeppllooyyeedd
tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  IIBBMM  mmaaiinnffrraammee  iinn  MMaaiinnzz,,  uussiinngg  tthhee  EEsskkeerr  TTuunn  PPlluuss  HHoosstt
AAcccceessss  ssoolluuttiioonn..

TThhiiss  ccaassee  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteess  cclleeaarrllyy  tthhaatt  tteerrmmiinnaall  eemmuullaattiioonn  ssoolluuttiioonnss  wwiillll  rreemmaaiinn
iinnddiissppeennssaabbllee  ccoommppaanniioonnss  iinn  tthhee  ffoorreesseeeeaabbllee  ffuuttuurree  ffoorr  aacccceessssiinngg  hhoosstt  
ssyysstteemmss  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  mmaannyy  iinndduussttrriieess..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthheessee  iinndduussttrriieess  rreeqquuiirree
ssttaattee--ooff--tthhee--aarrtt  aacccceessss  ssoolluuttiioonnss  aalllloowwiinngg  ffoorr  sseeaammlleessss  iinntteeggrraattiioonn  wwiitthh  oorr
ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  mmiiggrraattiioonn  ttoo  nneeww  eennvviirroonnmmeennttss..

TTHHEE  SSIITTUUAATTIIOONN

MMAAIINNFFRRAAMMEE EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTSS::  SSTTIILLLL AA LLOOTT OOFF TTHHEEMM OOUUTT TTHHEERREE

Market studies have revealed that today, approx. 70% of business-critical data is still stored on 

mainframes. The motivations behind this extraordinary rate have not changed: low administration

costs for users and systems, reliability, high availability, and easy scalability. 

In the case of Aareon, the decision to prolong their use of a Host Access solution for years to come is

based on the fact that many business processes at Aareon are modeled in and mapped to mainframe

applications.

CCEENNTTRRAALLIISSEEDD AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONNSS FFOORR 2200..000000  CCLLIIEENNTTSS OONN IIBBMM  MMAAIINNFFRRAAMMEESS

Approximately 1,600 customers use GES, Aareon's mainframe-based ERP solution for the housing 

industry. These customers include co-ops, private as well as municipal housing companies, property

management services, or even property funds. A total of 20,000 installations are connected to the IBM

mainframe in Mainz using terminal emulation via leased lines or Wide Area Networks (WANs). 

This approach guarantees quick and secure access to centralised applications ranging from 

finance accounting via property management and construction engineering to complex real estate 

management, and effective support of corporate management. Ulrich Tokarski, Team Manager at

Aareon, gives a typical example: "If a clerk or assistant has been assigned the task of drafting a lease
agreement, he or she simply accesses the corresponding mainframe tool via terminal emulation." 

TTHHEE  RREEQQUUIIRREEMMEENNTTSS

FFOOCCUUSS OONN SSEECCUURRIITTYY

Centralised mainframe servers must be reliably protected against unauthorised access. Therefore,

security requirements for Host Access solutions are high. The terminal emulation feature of Tun Plus

provides Aareon with high-level encryption based on the SSL 3.0 (Secure Sockets Layer) 

standard, SSH (Secure Shell) authentication using public keys and digital certificates, as well as user 

identification via Directory Services.

CCOONNFFIIGGUURRAATTIIOONN

SSeerrvveerr::  IBM Mainframe

AApppplliiccaattiioonn::  Housing Industry / 
Real Estate Applications 

""TTuunn  PPlluuss  aalllloowweedd  uuss  ttoo  sseeaammlleessssllyy
rreeppllaaccee  oouurr  eexxiissttiinngg  HHoosstt  AAcccceessss  ssoolluuttiioonn,,
wwhhiicchh  wwaass  nnoott  ffuuttuurree--pprrooooff  aanndd  nnoo  lloonnggeerr
mmeett  oouurr  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  
mmaaiinntteennaannccee  aanndd  pprriiccee//ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee
rraattiioo..""

– Ulrich Tokarski, 
Team Manager IT-Services, Aareon AG

""  SSiinnccee  AAaarreeoonn  hhaass  hhiigghhllyy  ssppeecciiaall  
rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss,,  wwee  vveerryy  mmuucchh  aapppprreecciiaatteedd
tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  TTuunn  PPlluuss  uusseess  oonnllyy  
eessttaabblliisshheedd  ssttaannddaarrddss  aanndd  pprroovviiddeess  
aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  iinntteerrffaacceess..""

– Ulrich Tokarski, 
Team Manager IT-Services, Aareon AG



IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL RREEQQUUIIRREEMMEENNTTSS

In addition, Aareon's requirements were highly special and by far exceeded the capabilities of "out-

of-the-box" Host Access solutions. The company needed an extensible, scalable, and customisable

solution. Therefore, Aareon very much appreciated the fact that Tun Plus uses only established 

standards and provides a large number of interfaces. 

TTHHEE  SSOOLLUUTTIIOONN

RREEPPLLAACCEEMMEENNTT OOFF EEXXIISSTTIINNGG HHOOSSTT AACCCCEESSSS SSOOLLUUTTIIOONN LLEEAADDSS TTOO MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE BBEENNEEFFIITTSS

Since mid-2005, Aareon has been using the Tun Plus software as a Host Access solution. Terminal

emulation is provided by the Tun Emul module. The balance was tipped in favor of Tun Plus mainly

because it enabled Aareon to seamlessly replace the existing Host Access solution, which was not

future-proof and no longer met the requirements in terms of maintenance and price/performance

ratio. 

After extensive market research and test installations in the fall of 2004, Aareon's IT specialists cast

their final vote in favor of the Esker Tun Plus Host Access solution. This state-of-the-art solution 

enables Aareon to provide its customers with host access both from Windows®-based PCs as well as

through terminal servers. 

TTHHEE  AADDVVAANNTTAAGGEE

SSEEAAMMLLEESSSS SSYYSSTTEEMM IINNTTEEGGRRAATTIIOONN

The migration went so smoothly that the users themselves never took notice of the product change.

Given the large user base across many companies, Aaron issues regular update rollouts by providing

new software versions on CD-ROM. "PC users will not recognise that they are working with a new
Host Access product unless they have a closer look at the startup screen," says Ulrich Tokarski 

avidly. 

““TTuunn  PPlluuss  aalllloowweedd  uuss  ttoo  sseeaammlleessssllyy  rreeppllaaccee  oouurr  eexxiissttiinngg  
HHoosstt  AAcccceessss  ssoolluuttiioonn””
— Ulrich Tokarski, Teamleiter, Aareon AG

““hhee  mmaaiinn  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  ttoo  uussee  
aa  HHoosstt  AAcccceessss  ssoolluuttiioonn  wwaass  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  
ooff  oouurr  bbuussiinneessss  pprroocceesssseess  aarree  mmaappppeedd
ttoo  mmaaiinnffrraammee  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss..""  

– Ulrich Tokarski, 
Team Manager IT-Services, Aareon AG

AAbboouutt  AAaarreeoonn

Aareon AG is a wholly owned subsidiary
of Aareal Bank AG and the leading
consulting and system provider for the
real estate industry in Europe. Aareon's
portfolio comprises solutions for all
major aspects in the management of
residential and industrial real estate,
including consulting, software, services,
and support. A customer base of 50,000
users across Europe uses Aareon's
solutions for the management of approx.
8 million apartments, and industrial 
facilities. Aareon has subsidiaries in 20
European locations, including 12 offices
in Germany. At present, the business
activities of Aareon AG extend far
beyond their original German home 
market to France, the United Kingdom,
Italy, Poland, and Switzerland.

20 percent of Aareon's 1,100 employees
work outside of Germany. In 2004, the
company generated a turnover of 159.7
million Euros.

©2004 Esker S.A. All rights reserved. Esker, the Esker logo, Esker Fax, Persona, SmarTerm, Tun, and VSI-FAX are trademarks or registered trademarks of Esker S.A. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

For more information, visit Esker’s Web Sites:
Americas www.esker.com Italy www.esker.it
Australia www.esker.com.au Spain www.esker.es
France www.esker.fr United Kingdom www.esker.co.uk
Germany www.esker.de
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